MEN OF POWER
He began the more prosaic task of tutoring his nephews,
John and Edward Phillips, whom he took into his own
home at the death of his sister Anne. To these he
added several other students. He taught them after an
original plan that made basic the classics of many lan-
guages. He began, also, to work out various tentative
schemes of the great epic he wanted to write. His note-
book contains references to ninety-nine possible themes,
sixty-one of them dealing with scriptural material and
thirty-eight with British history.
But the political struggle grew more intense, and
Milton could not keep out of it. The king, Charles I,
forgetting his gospel of tolerance, waged two stupid and
disastrous wars in an effort to force bishops upon Pres-
byterian Scotland. The English Puritans, fearing that
such a king would bring back upon them the domina-
tion of the Roman Catholic Church, rose in rebellion.
Bankrupt, Charles was forced to call the Long Par-
liament He rallied the Established Church to his aii
Milton now threw himself into the conflict. He
was not ignorant of its cost to him. It would be a long
struggle. He would not be able to write poetry through
days of tranquillity in a country home. But, after all,
his purpose was one with the Puritans. They wanted
to bring in the Kingdom of God, reorganizing the coun-
try in harmony with His will That was what Milton
wanted. He had planned to further that end through
great poetry. They sought it by political organization
and revolution. But it was the same end. Milton
wrote: